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Lord prolongeth days, but the years of the wicked
shall be shortened."

Though Richelieu sought to purify the Church
from abuses, his own conduct was not always free
from reproach. We have spoken of the great num-
ber of benefices which he held. In this there was
indeed nothing that was then regarded as scandal-
ous; there were few able to accumulate livings and
benefices, who hesitated to do so to the fullest ex-
tent. Richelieu was a good churchman, but to
derive wealth and power from the organisation to
which he belonged was in full accordance with his
views; he regarded apostolic poverty as out of place
in the seventeenth century at the Court of Louis
XIII.

Though not in advance of the ordinary morality
of his time, he was not a man to outrage public
sentiment by a scandalous bargain, and the manner
in which he disposed of his bishopric is interesting
because it indicates no special moral obliquity in
him, it only illustrates practices that were regarded
as fitting by those who claimed for themselves en-
tire propriety of conduct. After he received his
promotion to the cardinalate, he no longer cared to
hold his bishopric. But the office represented a
.certain income, it had a commercial value, and the
Cardinal no more thought of giving this away, ex-
cept for a proper return, than of disposing of any
other portion of his estate without being paid for it.
The bargain for the sale of the bishopric was reduced
to writing and preserved among his papers. Mani-
festly there was no more feeling of impropriety than fear of thel to acceptage on the side of   ifas
